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To His Grace, 


The Right Hon. Lord Viſcount Trentham. 
Sir Hugh Smithſon, Bart, 
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LUKE X. latter Part of Verſelgy. 


——— Then ſaid Jeſus unto him, Go, and do Thos 
likewiſe, 


HESE Words naturally lead us to look 
back into the former Part of this Chap- 
ter; where, we are informed, That a 
Fowiſh Doctor came to our Bleſſed Sa- 
viour, with an evil Deſign to inſnare him, and de- 
manded, What be ſhould do to inherit Eternal Life ? ver. 25. 
Our Lord referred him to the Law of Moſes, in which 
he was well verſed, and aſked what that required : 
Upon which the Lawyer repeated that known Sum- 


mary of it, Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God with ver. 27. 


all thy Heart, and with all thy Soul, and with all 
thy Strength, and with all thy Mind; and thy Netgh- 
bour as thyſelf, This Anſwer met with Approba- 


tion; and Jeſus ſaid unto him, This do, and thou ver. z8. 
Pali live. 


Tur Queriſt ſeems now to applaud himſelf, as 
entitled to the promiſed Reward, that bleſſed Eter- 


„ nity 


ver. 26. 


—_ * a 2 . 
— — a2ſ— — ——— 2 nets oe o 
g A 


2 


A SERMON preached before the 


nity which our Lord in his Preaching had offered to 
the World, He made no Doubt, but that he had 
complied with the Duty of /oving God, relying, 
poſſibly, on his exact Performance of the Ceremonial! 
Law; but he retained ſtill ſome Scruple about the 
Meaning and Extent of the Term Neigbbaur. The 
groſs Comments of the Fews had taught him, that 


none were his Neighbours, but thoſe who profeſſed 


the ſame Religion with himſelf, and who held that 
Religion in the utmoſt Purity; fo that all the Heg- 
thens in general, — all thoſe Fews who held any hete- 


rodox Tenets,— and, above all, the Samaritans, who 


ver. 29. 


ver. 30. 


had erected another Temple in Oppoſition to that at 


Feruſalem, were hereby excluded from any Share of 
his Love, and from the common Offices of Charity 
and Humanity: And therefore being willing to juſtify 
himſelf, be ſaid unto Feſus, and who is my Neigh- 
bour 7 | 


Our Lord, inſtead of giving bim a direct Anſwer, 
propoſed to him the following Parable of a Few, who, 
in his Journey from Jeruſalem to Jericho, had the 
Misfortune to fall among Thieves ; as he had not 
Strength to reſiſt them, the leaſt he could expect 
was to be robbed of what Money or Treaſure he had 
about him: But his Fate was ſtill worſe; the unjuſt 
and rapacious Avarice of his Plunderers would not be 
ſatisfied without his Cloaths, therefore they ripped 
him of his Rayment; little regarding what Injuries 


the Health of this unfortunate Perſon might ſuffer 


from the Inclemencies of the Air. It was no Con- 


cern of theirs, whether his naked Body would be 


ſcorched by the burning Heat of the Noon-Day Sun, 


Their Booty was their only Conſideration, and there- 


or pierced by the chilling Blaſts of a freezing Wind, 


fore 
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fore they left him nothing which they could make 
any Advantage of : — Nay more, they added Cruelty 
to their Injuſtice, and deprived him even of that which 
they could not carry away, his Health and Soundneſs 
of Body, for they wounded him, and departed, leaving 
him half dead. hag 


THERE he lay by the Way-ſide, naked and help- 


leſs, in Pain and Anguiſh, wallowing in his Blood, 
and bewailing his wretched Condition. In the midſt 
of this Diſtreſs, it happened that a certain Prieſt came vor. 3 1. 


down that Way. We ſhould now ſuppoſe, that Pro- 
vidence had ſent a ſeaſonable Relief to this unhappy 


Perſon ; and that one who was led both by his Birth 


and Education, by his Character and Function, to 
ſtudy the Law of God; and who now, perhaps, 


was going up to Jeruſalem to perform the facerdotal 


Office, and to officiate in his Courſe in the Holy 
Temple ; — that ſuch an one would, upon this Occa- 
fion, have reflected, that Mercy is more valuable in 
the Sight of God than Sacrifice, and have lent his 
ready Hand to aftift and relieve this miſerable Object. 
— But it was quite otherwiſe : Whether his Heart 
was hardened againſt Acts of Charity, or he argued 


with himſelf, that his Journey would admit of no 
Delay, and, beſides, if he ſhould ſtay to help this 
diſtreſſed Perſon, he himſelf might be robbed, and 


ſtripped, and wounded ; — ſo it was, that he turned 
his Face from him, and paſſed by on the other 


Side. 


AnD now, If he' might the poor Wretch fay,— 
© who is cloathed in the Robe of Sanctity, ſhews me 


no Compaſſion, whence muſt I expect Relief? If a 
© Prieft, whoſe Education and Office ſhould teach 
* bim 
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A SERMON 2 each'd before the 


© him to commiſerate the Sufferings of Mankind, 
© thus diſregards me, what Mercy can I hope fot from 
© common Travellers ? 


Tux next ho came by was 4 Levite; when be Was 
at the Place, he ſeemed ſomewhat affected with this 
woful Sight; therefore, inſtead of turning haſtily 
from it, he drew nigh, and came and looked upon the 
wounded Man. If he was was not quite void of Com- 
paſſion, it is likely he pitied his forlorn Condition, or 
might afford him an empty Wiſh, or a Prayer that coll 
him nothing ; and then; inſtead of ſtaying to eaſe his 
Miſery, he left him, betook himſelf to his . 
and paſſed by on the other Side. 


Tuus were the moving Circumſtances of his afflict- 
ed Condition overlook'd by two who were certainly 
Brethren and Neighbours unto him; Men, not only of 
the ſame Country and Religion, but who bare a more 
intimate relation to that Religion which he profeſs'd. 
But whilſt God thus ſuffers the Miſeries of Men to pals, 
as it were, unregarded for a time, and permits them 
long to look for Help, in order to improve their Virtues, 
and exerciſe their Patience; his Eyes are open to 
their diſtreſs, and his merciful Ears to their Complaints, 
and in his good Time he, by ſome unexpected and un- 
look'd- for means, ſends them Relief, 


Tuvus, in the eckat Caſe, a certain Samaritan, as 
1 journeyed, came to this Scene of Miſery: If by any 
Difference of Garb the poor unfortunate Few knew him 
to be ſuch, the firſt Sight of him could afford but little 
Comfort. Whilſt a Prieſt and Levite refuſe me that 
© Relief which I had ſomeReaſon to hope for from them, 
can I expect that any one of the Samaritans, who are 

a eſteem'd 


Governors of the Middleſex-Hoſpital. 5 
eſteem'd as Apoſtates from our holy Religion, and 
with whom the Jeros have no Dealings, but look upon Job. iv. 9. 
them as inveterate Enemies; — can [ flatter myſelf that 


ſuch a one will draw near, unleſs it be with a view 
to inſult my Miſery ?” 
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HowEveR, he here found a tender Friend, where 
he fear'd a mercileſs Enemy, When the Samaritan ver. ;;. 
faw him, he had Compaſſion on him: — The Piteouſ- 
neſs of his Caſe made him forget the Reſentment which 
his Sect bare to the Jews:— His Bowels yearned at the 
Anguiſh of his Fellow- Creature: — He gave way to 
theſe humane Emotions :— He thought it not ſufficient ver. 34. 
to pity his Diſtreſs, but ent to him, and without De- 
lay did his utmoſt to eaſe his Pain and preſerve his Life. 
His gaping Wounds with filent but powerful Rheto- 
rick craved his earlieſt Care, to cleanſe them from . 
the congealed Blood, to ſupple them with what 9 
would aſſwage their Anguiſh, and to guard them from il 
the corroding Air, that Nature, thus aſſiſted by Art, . 
might forward the Cure. The Place where this Ac- 
cident happened appears to have been at ſome Diſtance 3 
from any Town, and ſo proper Help could not im- | 
mediately be had, nor the Aſſiſtance of ſkilful Sur- 
geons be procured ; and therefore what the good Sa- 
maritan cariied with him for his own Proviſion on 
his Journey, he now, with no mean Skill and Pru- 
dence, applied towards cleanfing and healing the 
Wounds of the maimed Yew : He poured in Oy! and 
Wine, and bound them up; and when he had thus 
done, and perhaps covered him with ſome Cloaths 0 
to preſerve him from the Injuries of the Weather, Th 
he fet bim upon his own Beaſt, and brought him to 
an Inn, and took Care of bim; providing there for 
him ſuch comfortable Conveniences and Refreſhments, 
as could not before be had whilſt he was upon the 4 
C Road. 


ver. 35. 


ver. 36. 


r. 7 


A gennon preach'd before the 


Road. Nor did his charitable Care now defert him; 
his Patient was eaſed, but not cured; he was re— 
freſhed, but not wholly reſtored : T der . he quit- 
ted him not this Night, and on the Morrow, when 
his Affairs called him to renew his Journey, he did 
not begin it until he had firſt diſcharged the Ex- 


pences which had been incurred; and, at parting, he 


tenderly recommended him to the Hoſt, paying him 
ſomething in Advance, and promiſing, that if he 
would take Care of bim, he would at his Return 
repay him what he ſhould expend on this charitable 
Account. 


Wren our Saviour had finiſhed this affecting Pa- 
rable, he demanded of the Lawyer, which of theſe 
Three was Neighbour unto him that fell among the 
Thieves ? The . to this Queſtion was plain and 
obvious, and ſuch as could not be miſtaken or e- 
vaded ; — He that ſhewed Mercy on him. So that the 
Perſon for whoſe Satisfaction this Parable was prima- 
rily deſigned, is brought, in ſpite of his former Pre- 


judices, and in Oppoſition to the narrow Spirit and 


unmerciful Determination of his own Rabbies, to 
confeſs that the Samaritan was a Neighbour to the 
Jew, and reciprocally the Jeu ſhould be ſo to the Sa- 
maritan : And therefore nothing remained, but that 
our Lord ſhould inforce it upon his Conſcience, by 
ſubjoining, in the Words of my Text, Go, and do thou 
likewiſe ; adviſing him thereby to- imitate, not the 
Prieſt or the Leuite, who paſſed by on the other Side, 
but the good Samaritan who, did his utmoſt to alle- 
viate the Diſtreſs of the afflicted Jerw. 


From hence we cannot avoid collecting, that, as we 
are commanded to Love our Neighbour as ourſelf, ſo 
according 
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according to the Judgment of our bleſſed Lord, deli- 
vered in his Explanation of this Law, every Man, in 
what Land or Country ſoever he be born, of what 
Religion or Profeſſion ſoever he be, is to be looked 
upon as our Neighbour; and has a Right to demand 
all Offices of Charity and Kindneſs from us, when 
his Diſtreſſes or Neceſſities render him an Object of 
our Mercy, and it is in our Power to relieve his Wants, 
or any ways alleviate his Miſery, 


Bur this general Determination, which thews that 


'car Charity ſhould be extenſive in its Intention, and 


its Influence ſhould not be confined, will yet mit 
of ſome Reſtriction : For all Objects are not alike to 


us, nor ſtrike us with equal Force. The ſame De- 


oree of Diſtreſs will affect us more in a Relation, a 
Friend, a Countryman, or a Perſon of the ſame reli- 
gious Community: Nor can it be in the leaſt crimi- 
nal to give a Preference where theſe Tyes call for it. 


Juſtice, as well as Charity, - requires this; for / any: Tim. 
provide not for his own, and eſpecially for thoſe of his v. 8. 


own Houſe, he hath denied the Faith, and is worſe than 
an Infidel. And, therefore, the Apoſtle lays down this 


Rule, as we have Opportunity, let us do good unto ll O lat vi. 


Men, eſpecially unto them who are of the Houſhold of © 
Faith. So that when our Abilities to relieve are 
ſtraitened, and our Bounty will not reach to all; — 
when ſome of the many Objects which offer muſt on 
that Account be paſſed over by us; — in ſuch Caſe 


we are allowed to make a Difference, and thoſe of 


the Houſhold of Faith, - of our own Houſe, --- of 
our Kin, --- of our Acquaintance, --- of our own City 


or Country, have a Claim to our firſt Regard, 


So much Truth is there in the common Adage 
Which 
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A SERMON preach'd before the 
which tells us, that Charity muſt begin at Home; but, 
whilſt we have Power, it muſt never be allowed to 
end there. It muſt, and naturally will, in the firſt 
Place afliſt thoſe who are more directly under our Eye, 
and ſhould be undcr our more immediate Care and 
Inſpection; and when this is done, if the Fund be not 
exhauſted, it will extend itſelf farther : When the Foun- 
tain of Charity, like a living Spring, hath refreſhed 
the neighbouring Grounds, the Waters will not run 
to waſte, nor retreat back again to the Spring-Head, 


but will regularly form themſelves, according to their 


Quantity and Fulneſs, either into ſmaller Brooks or 
larger Rivers, and flowing on to a greater Diſtance, 
will water as they go the Lands contiguous, and will 


convey Joy and Gladnels wherever their Streams can 
reach. 


Tux Diſtreſſes of Human Nature are of fo many 
various Kinds, and the Objects of Miſery ſo numerous, 
that no fingle Perſon hath Abilities to relieve them all; z 
and therefore it hath been found by happy Experience, 
that more good can be done, when the Benevolence of 
many is collected together into a general Stock, than 
by the ſame, or even larger Sums, under the Diſpo- 
fal of private Hands: With this View it 1s, that the 
prudent Liberality of the preſent Age hath combincd 
the well-diſpoſed into voluntary Societies for the Diſ- 
tribution of their own Charity to the greater Advan- 
tage of Mankind: And this End is well attained by 


the Inſtitution of Hoſpitals and Infirmaries, for the Be- 
nefit of thoſe who ſuffer under Bodily Diſorders, and 


have not the Means of procuring for themſelves, that 


Relief and Aſſiſtance which their ſeveral Caſcs require, 


+ HE Piety of former Ages taught our Anceſtors 
| to 
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to build and endow ſuch Houſes' of Mercy ; and our 
renowned Capital ſtill enjoys the Benefit of their Cha- 
_ rity, enlarg'd by the Liberality of Modern Benefactors. 
But their Abilities, though large, cannot extend to 
all who ſtand in need of Relief. God hath been 
pleaſed to increaſe and multiply our Inhabitants far 
above the Computation of former Centuries : And, 
therewith, the Number of the Poor is multiplyed in 
Proportion, that we may not want Opportunities of 
ſhewing Mercy. This hath made more Hoſpitals 
neceſſary, and it hath pleaſed the Almighty to pour 
into the Hearts of Men the Spirit of Love, and to 
incline them to ſupply this Want by erecting ſeveral 
new ones in our Land, and particularly in this Neigh- 
bourhood : And if the Number of theſe ſhould ſtill 
increaſe, or the Fund of thoſe already eſtabliſhed 
ſhould grow much larger than it is, there would yet 
be no Reaſon to complain of any Thing ſuperfluous. 
If this ſhould ever be the Caſe, it will be en Time 
enough to ſtop your Hands, when you meet with no 
poor fick Perſon, but has a Place where he may re- 
tire at Pleaſure, and be taken Care of at the Expence 
of others: But at preſent there are, I believe, great 
Numbers of unhappy Poor who would thankfully 
partake of the Benefit of our Hoſpitals, were they ca- 
pacious enough to receive all thoſe Objects of Pity. 


1 am fatisfyed, that many of thoſe to whom I ſpeak 
are fully perſuaded of the Truth and Propriety of this 
Remark, — of the Uſefulneſs of theſe Inſtitutions, — 

and of the Neceſſity of going on in unwearied Endea- 
vours to ſupport and improve them. To you, there- 

fore, I need not addreſs myſelf; Charity is always 
attended with Modeſty ; and you meet not in this 
Place to liſten to the Recital of your own Praiſes, but 
D to 
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10 A SERMON preach'd before the 
to glorify God for putting theſe good Inclinations into 
the Hearts of Men, and to beg of him that he would 
proſper your Labour of Love, and incite others to join 

their Aſſiſtance towards carrying on this charitable 
Work. But, for the Sake of thoſe who are requeſted 

to be Fellow-helpers with you, it will become mz 
Province to be an Advocate for this well-deſigned Cha- 


rity, and to lay before them ſomething of the Nature 
ar: . 


TRE three remarkable Kinds of Objects which are 
the Concern of this Charity, are ſuch as, from the pi- 
tiable Circumſtances under which they lie, do power- 
fully plead for your Aid, All of them are Poor and 
Helpleſs, and in want of that which ſhould purchaſe 


them Eaſe, Comfort, and Afﬀiſtance under their ſeve- 
ral Aﬀictions, 1 


To relieve the Szc& is a Duty, not only of Chriſ- 

tianity, but of Humanity. The Voice of Nature calls 

upon us to be tenderly affected towards thoſe of the 

ſame Species with ourſelves: And our own Weakneſs 

and Frailty ſhould make us inwardly touched with 

the Infirmities of others. Man is born to Trouble, and 

no Rank or Station can exempt any from Sickneſs, 

f which is the common Lot of all Mankind. The more 
curiouſly the Frame of Man's Body is contrived, the 

more apt it is to be diſordered: And even the moſt 

| robuſt Make is liable to various Diſtempers, Our 
4 Conſtitutions do, indeed, vary from each other, but 
9 of whatever Kind they be, there are ſome Diſorders to 
| BY which they are naturally prone, though they may be 
1 generally free from others. The burning Fever, the 
ut daebilitating Scurvy, the gnawing Rheumatiſm, the rag- 
1 ing Gout, the racking Stone, the corroding Cancer, 
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the 57 Jaundice, the ſwelling Droßſy, the ſnak- 
ing Palſy, the ſtupifying Apoplexy, and the reſt of 


that long Catalogue of Evils which Sin firſt intro- 
duced into the World, do, ſome or other of them, 
at different Times, give moſt of us Grounds of Com- 


plaint, and remind us of the Miſeries which others 


feel ; moving us to compaſſionate the Condition of 
thoſe, above all, who are afflited with one or more 


of theſe Diſorders, and are diſabled, by exceſſive Po- 


verty, to procure themſelves proper Relief. 


CoNnsIDER, I beſeech you, with yourſelves, when 
you are in your beſt Health, what Uneaſineſs is oc- 
caſioned by the loſs of a Mears Meat to a craving 
Appetite, — the want of a Houſe to defend you a- 


gainſt the injuries of the Weather, — or a Bed where- 
on to repoſe your wearied Limbs. Providence hath | 


wiſely ordered that moſt Perſons, in every Station 
of Life, have ſometime or other undergone theſe In- 
conveniences, that they might have a fellow-feelin 


of the Sufferings, which others, by the Meanneſs of their 


Circumſtances, are continually liable to. And if theſe 


Wants, which are the regular Effects of pinching Po- 


verty, are ſo very grievous to the whole and healthy, 
— how is the Diſtreſs heightened when Sickneſs 
comes upon them ? The Hale and Vigorous can fare 


hard; their Stomach will digeſt the plaineſt and 
coarſeſt Food which comes in their Way ; to the la- 


bouring Man, hard Boards or Straw may be a Bed 
of Down ; and the Air ſheds not the tame baneful 
Influence on an eſtabliſhed Conſtitution, But when 
the Health . and the Appetite grows way ward 


and ſquemiſh, tne ordinary Diet which they before 
rejoyced in, becomes at once diſguſtful and improper : 


The external Air gives them Pain, and checks the 


Progreſs 
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Progreſs of the Diſtemper ; whilſt a warm Bed en. 
courages the latent Venom to ſpend itſelf, and helps 
to bring the Diſorder to a Criſis. Add to this, that 
in the Decline of Health, more Help is {till neceſſary, 
the Care of an experienced Phyſician to preſcribe, 
and of a Man of Skill to mix and prepare thoſe ſalu- 
tiferous Druggs which Providence hath kindly ſent 
for the Relief of Mankind; beſides which, the ſedu- 
lous Aid of a careful Attendant is requiſite, to aſſiſt 


the Patient, who is, perhaps, reduced ſo low as to 


be unable to help himſelf. And, how can all theſe 
Neceflaries be procured, when Health is gone, on 
which his whole Reliance was for the Proviſion even 
of his daily Bread ? Here then the charitable Aid of 
the good Chriſtian comes properly in, and your kind 
Contribution makes up the Deficiences which the 
diſeaſed Perſon finds in himſelf ; --- It provides him 
Accommodations ſuitable to his unhappy Condition ; 


It furniſhes him with proper Food and Phyſick ; 


--- and, what is not leſs neceſſary on the Bed of Lan- 
ouiſhing, with a ſpiritual Guide to aſſiſt him in his 
Devotions, to adminiſter to him ghoſtly Comfort, 
and to teach him to grow in Grace and Goodneſs in 
the School of Adverſity, and to improve his tempo- 
ral Afflictions to his eternal Advantage. 


is, in the next Place, we take a View of the help- 
leſs Condition of the Lame and Maimed, they will 


certainly appear to be proper — of Pity and 
Compafſion. 


LAME NSS aſaally proceeds from one of theſe two 
Cauſes, either from the natural Tendency of a viru- 
lent Diſtemper; or elſe from ſome ſudden and violent 


Accident, which ſometimes diſlocates the Joints, or 
break 
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Governors of the Middleſex. Hoſpital. 
breaks the Bone; and ſometimes grievouſly bruiſes the 
Muſculir Part of Man's Body, or lacerates and extends 


the Sine ws and Tendons beyond their true and proper 
Tone. 


By all theſe different Ways the Patient either wholly; 
or for a Time, is deprived of ſome uſefal Limb, and 
thereby rendered unable to perform the Offices of Life, 
or to labour in his Calling and provide for himſelf and 


Family: Therefore how excellent a Deſign muſt it be 


to contribute towards the Relief of the Glabled Crip- 
ple, and to attempt the reſtoring to him that Limb 


which he now be wails as wholly unſerviceable, and a 
dead Burthen to the Body? Nay, farther, if bis Situa- 
tion be ſo unhappy, as that this ſevere Alternative muſt 


be his Choice, either to part with his Limb or his Life, 
how kind an Office is it, to treat him with Care and 
Skill, and with the utmoſt Tenderneſs, and ſo to 
make his Pain as little, and his Loſs as light, as we 
can ? 


ALL of us are daily liable to ſiniſter Accidents; 


but the lower Rank of People are much more expoſed 
to them: And when any ſuch Misfortunes happen, 


how happy is it to have a Houſe ſituated near a pub- 
lick Road, the uſual Scene of ſuch melancholy Chan- 


ces, which will, without any Recommendation, other 
than that of their Miſery, open its Doors to the man- 
gled Object, and afford him a comfortable Aſylum and 


ready Aſſiſtance according to the Circumſtance ok his 
Caſe ? 


WHEN our Bleſſed Lord was upon the Earth, he 


did not only exhort and command us to aſſiſt theſe 
Objects of Miſery, but himſelf herein ſet us an E 1 
E ple e IT, 
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ch. xv. zo. Maimed were by him reſtored to the Uſe of their 
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Acts x. ple that we ſhould follow bis Steps: He went about do- 


Matt. iv. ing good : He healed all manner of Sickneſs, and all 


to endeavour to procure for ſuch, at our own Expence, 


proper Helps and Medicines, which, with the Concur- 


excite you, that you ſupport the Weak, heal the Sick, 


no other Hoſpital admits under its Care: So that if 
their Caſe be in itſelf worthy of Compaſſion, This 


is provided without bringing any Expence upon others, 


a SERMON preached before the 


manner of Diſeaſe among the People ; and the Lame and 


Limbs. This he did, it is true, by a miraculous 
Power, which exceeds our Imitation : But we may, 
and ought to be merciful as he was merciful, and 


rence of his Bleſſing, will in moſt Caſes give Relief, 
and in many perfect the Cure. ei 


THEsE then are the good Works to which I would 


and, like the good Samaritan, pour Balm into thoſe 
Wounds which the Will of Providence hath in- 
flicted, ee 


THESE are the Care of every Infirmary, but His 
which now ſolicites your Aid has ſomething peculiar in 
its Inſtitution, —ſomething ſingularly excellent, in ex- 
tending its Charity to a Sort of Objects which, I think, 


Conſideration will make it ſtrike upon you with grea- 
ter "2 that they have no where elſe to apply for 
Relief, "37 SHY FE 


Ix hath been obſerved that there are many poor Fa- 
milies, in which, by the joint Induſtry and Labour of 
the diligent Couple, a convenient and decent Support 


or ſeeking for foreign Aſſiſtance : But when it ſhall 
pleaſe God to make the Wife fruitful, - when her Bur- 
then grows troubleſome, and the Pangs of a Mother 
3 are 
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are daily expected to come upon her, the Family is by 
Degrees deprived of that Part of its Subſiſtance which 
her Induſtry uſed to provide ;—its whole Support begins 
to depend on the Huſband ;—and that Pleaſure with 
which he would view his Wife's Condition, is greatly 
allayed by the anxious Care how to go through the 
Charge which is coming on him. The gratuitous Help 
of friendly Neighbours may not be ſufficient ; Perſons 
of greater Knowledge and Experience may be required, 
who muſt be paid for their Time and Trouble, She 
who uſed to watch and tend upon the Family, will 
now want one to attend upon her. Proper Diet and 
ſuitable Medicines muſt be provided for her. The 


Expences of the Family will conſequently be greater 


than uſual: And if any Thing of this be wanting, 


the Parent and the Infant may ſuffer in their Healths, 
and perhaps the Lite of one or both become a Sacrifice 
to Penury, 122 


So that this Caſe is certainly very full of Diſtreſs; 
and the Pain and Anguiſh of a Woman in Travail, — 


the Peril and extream Danger which accompanies 


every Birth, will, ſurely, when well conſidered, move 


not only each one of the more tender Sex, but every 
Man who is born of a Woman, to endeavour as far 


as is in their Power to alleviate the Severity of that Di- 
ſtreſs, and to prevent the evil Conſequence of that Sor- 


Tow to which Woman was ſubjected by the Sentence Gen. iii. 


of God on the Fall of our firſt Parents: Nor can any 16. 
with-hold their Hands from aſſiſting in this good Work 


on pretence of its encouraging Lewdneſs, ſince the 
Hoſpital excludes. all looſe Women and Proſtitutes 
from the Benefit of this their Charity, and admits no 


Women with Child but ſuch as can give ſatisfactory 


Evidence of their being really Married. And I cannot. 
omit obſerving, that the Bleſſing of Providence hath 


hitherts _ 
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hitherto ſo remarkably concurred with this good De. 
ſign, even from its firſt Inſtitution, that of for!y-one 
Women admitted within theſe two Years, all of them 
were ſafely delivered, and as many Children born alive, 
and thirty eight of theſe Infants have been diſcharged 
with their Mothers, three only of them dying in the 
Month. 


You have now heard what are the Objects of this 

Charity. The printed Account will inform you far- 
ther of the Manner in which it is managed, And if 
thoſe who contribute towards it deſire more particular 
Satisfaction, let them, to the Favour of their Bene- 


factions, add the additional one of viſiting the Houſe, 


and attending the Committee, and then their own 


Eyes will be Witneſſes with what Juſtice, Prudence, 


and Frugality the Diſburſements are made ; and their 
Hearts will be warmed with the affecting View of thoſe 


of their Fellow-Creatures, whom their Liberality has 
helped to make leſs miſerable. One Thing they will 
find in this Inſtitution very commendable, that neither 
the Patients, nor their Friends and Relations, are put 
to any Expence at their Admittance into the Houſe ; 
and, and whilſt they continue there, the Servants and 
Officers are forbid to accept of the leaſt Gratuiiy trom 


them, or any belonging to them : And if it ſhall pleaſe 
God that they die there, the Expences of a decent 


_ Chriſtian Burial are defrayed out of the fame charitable - 
Fund, ; ts 4595-119. he. 


This Hoſpital muſt, at preſent, he looked upon as 
in its Infant State, and, as ſuch, it will plead the 


more for your Protection and Encouragement; that, 
as it was not ſtifled in the Birth, ſo it may, by your 


Aſſiſtance, grow up to Strength and Maturity, and 
1 DE Fg ex- 
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extend its Influence to far greater Numbers of the 
miſerable Poor, than its preſent ſcanty Income will 
allow. 


AND now, my Brethren, I have nothing more to 
recommend to you, but that, in Imitation of the good 
Samaritan, you would go, and do likewiſe : — That in 


Compliance with that natural Tenderneſs and Humanity 


which God hath planted in their Souls, and in Obe- 


dience to the repeated Commands of our Bleſſed Sa- 


viour, you would, to the utmoſt of your ſeveral Abili- 
ties, abound in this York of the Lord, this Labour of 
Love. Here every one has a glorious Opportunity of 
doing Good, Where God hath beſtowed Riches and 
Affluence, from thence he expects a larger Return; 
but from Perſons of leſſer Abilities, the Widow's Mite, 
or the ſmalleſt Alms, flowing from a willing Mind, 
will meet with a gracious Acceptance: And, permit 
me to add, that at his Time the Duty of Alms-giving 
is exerciſed with the moſt ſeaſonable Propriety ; for a 
Lent ſpent wholly in Faſting and Prayer, will fail of a 
Blefling, unleſs it be attended with Charity, It is that 
which demonſtrates the Sincerity of our Repentance, 
which ſanctifies our Faſts, and which, like the Holy 
Incenſe, adds Wings to our Prayers, and makes them 
aſcend to Heaven, Therefore, Give Alms cf thy Sub- 


ſtance: If thou haſt Abundance, give Alms accordingly : 


If thou haſt but a little, be not afraid to give accord- 
ingly to that little; for thou layeſt up a good Treaſure for 
_ thy | ſelf againſt the Day of Neceſſity. For God is not 
unrighteous to forget your Work and Labour of Love : 


What you thus lend unto the Lord, he will pay you 
again : It ſhall be repaid you in the Time of Want; 
A it ſhall adminiſter Comfort to you in the Seafon of 
Adverſity; — it ſhall afford you Conſolation on the 
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Bed of Sickneſs and in the Hour of Death; — it ſhall 
plead for you in the Day of Judgment ; —and, if a 
Life of Vice and Infidelity doth not condemn you, 

our Works of Charity will be rewarded with eternal 
Glory, through the Merits and Mediation of Jeſu; 
Chriſt our Bleſſed Lord and Saviour: To whom, 
with the Father and the Holy Ghoſt, Three Perſons 
and one God, be aſcribed all Honour, Praiſe and Ado. 
ration, now and for ever. Amen. 
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